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25 May 2010 - The UN Humanitarian Country 

Team (HCT), led by acting Humanitarian    

Coordinator, Mr. Philippe Lazzarini, and the 

Association of International Development 

Agencies (AIDA), held a press event in the 

Gaza Strip to draw attention to the blockadeôs 

impact on the Agriculture and Fishery Sectors 

in Gaza. Joined by Ms. Martha Myers, AIDA 

Chairperson and Country Director of CARE 

International, and the Palestinian Non-

governmental Organizations Network (PNGO), 

the event highlighted the Agriculture Sectorôs 

potential to restore livelihoods and reduce 

food insecurity and unemployment levels. 

Held on farming lands in Gaza overlooking 

fishing boats in the sea, the event was sup-

ported by the Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion of the United Nations (FAO), which acts 

as the sector lead agency  for Agriculture. The 

HCT has conducted a series of advocacy 

events to call for an end to the blockade.  

Event facilitator, Ms. Abir 

Quita, OCHA, Gaza, May 

2010 

The blockade, which has reached its three-year anniversary, 

greatly exacerbates the humanitarian situation in the Gaza 

Strip. Almost a year and a half after Operation Cast Lead 

(December 2009 ï January 2010), the prevalence of  food 

insecurity stands at 61 percent with unemployment at 39 

percent.  This event, which saw the participation of over fifty 

local and international press and sector representatives, fo-

cused on the blockadeôs impact on agriculture and fishing and 

highlighted the potential of the sector in rehabilitating the local 

economy. 

 

Parallel statements released by the acting Hu-

manitarian Coordinator and AIDA called upon 

the Government of Israel to facilitate full and 

unfettered access into and out of the Gaza Strip 

for materials and exports necessary for the re-

vival of the Agriculture and Fishing and for the 

lifting of restrictions imposed on Palestinian ac-

cess to farm land and fishing areas. ñWithout 

such improvements, the entire Fishing and 

Farming Sectors in the Gaza Strip are at risk of 

collapse,ò  Mr. Lazzarini said. 

ñThe steep decline in the productivity and 

profitability of the Agriculture Sector is a key 

factor behind increasing poverty and food 

insecurityò, Mr. Lazzarini, OCHA (below) 

¶ PROTECTï We  protect 

the most   vulnerable 

households from basic 

food insecurity and long-

term reliance on food 

aid 

¶ RESTOREðWe   re-

store the food security, 

local food production 

capacity, coping mecha-

nisms, rural livelihoods 

and self-sustainability of 

rural communities 

¶ ENHANCEðWe   en-

hance agricultural, live-

stock and fisheries pro-

duction for a quick and 

lasting recovery 

July 2010 

fao-wbgs news  
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Agriculture Sector Calls for Stronger Support: Reviewing the CAP 2010  

Each year since 2003, the Consoli-

dated Appeals Process (CAP) 

evaluates the humanitarian situation 

in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 

(WBGS) and develops a    corre-

sponding response plan to meet the 

needs of the most disadvantaged 

and  vulnerable Palestinians.  

The United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) leads the process and     

requests each sector or cluster to 

consult with their counterparts to 

determine sectoral response plans.  

The CAP undergoes a Mid-Year 

Review (MYR) to identify any 

changes in humanitarian context in 

the previous six-months and pro-

pose a revised strategy. 

In May 2010, FAO led workshops 

with the Agriculture Sector in WBGS 

to agree upon necessary changes 

to the CAP 2010 document. Sector 

actors highlighted several key issues which 

have influenced the humanitarian and early 

recovery requirements of the Agriculture Sec-

tor. These include continued concern for wa-

ter scarcity, especially in the Gaza Strip and 

Hebron, access restrictions which are particu-

larly debilitating for farmers behind the Sepa-

ration Wall and fishers in the Gaza Strip, and 

livelihoods protection needs for families af-

fected by the Wadi Gaza flooding in January 

2010. 

Stakeholders raised major concerns about the 

lack of funding for humanitarian and early 

recovery interventions for agriculture. Only 12 

percent of agriculture projects in the CAP 

2010 document have received funding, whilst 

the CAP 2009 agriculture section remains less 

than half-funded. 

This constitutes a missed opportunity for the 

international community to provide critical 

livelihoods support to farmers, fishers and 

herders in the WBGS. The Sector is actively 

pursuing avenues for additional support to 

provide much needed 

agricultural relief in 

WBGS.  

In December 2009, FAO received USD 1 

million to implement ñImmediate Support for 

Endangered Livelihoods of Food Insecure 

Farmers, Herders and Fisher Folk in the 

Gaza Stripò. The project was supported by 

the Department for International Develop-

ment (DFID) of the Government of the 

United Kingdom and Northern Ireland. 

Pre-intervention data indicated a 61 percent 

prevalence of food insecurity, which means 

(for the purpose of this baseline study) that 

households lack adequate means to pur-

chase food. While post-intervention figures 

will not be available until the third quarter of 

2010, projected post-intervention data sug-

gests that food insecurity levels in the bene-

ficiary group could drop to 29 percent. This 

represents a major improvement in food 

security for targeted farming households. 

The 350 beneficiary households received 

specific assistance packages to rehabilitate 

their farm lands damaged by military opera-

tions, in order to strengthen their main 

source of income and food. Additional    

beneficiaries included 128 families receiving 

partial land rehabilitation packages, and 50 

families receiving small farm animals.  

If 350 of the beneficiary households reinvest 

part of their extra income earned under this 

project for inputs into the autumn (August/

September) planting season, the             

conservative figure for the combined       

projected revenue is USD 376,588. This 

figure applies to beneficiary households that 

employ wage labourers.  

For self employed households the revenues 

are projected to be USD 565,829. These   

figures assume a lack of adverse shocks in 

the coming months. 

In addition to providing much needed relief 

to vulnerable households in the Gaza Strip, 

this 4-month intensive intervention piloted 

the óResilience Modelôô, a tool for capturing a 

householdôs ability to absorb shocks and 

deepening an understanding of humanitarian 

targeting.  

FAO Beneficiary Survey: Food Security Levels           

Expected to Increase Sharply  

Farmers in Gaza still need support 

to recover from damage incurred  

during Operation Cast Lead.  



3 

      

FAO Youth Initiative Recognized at Global Youth, Entrepreneurship and Sustainability  

 Summit on Youth Employment  

Entrepreneurs, opinion makers, political 

leaders, youth and civil society            

representatives gathered at the 5th 

Global Youth, Entrepreneurship and Sus-

tainability (YES) Summit ñRework the 

Worldò in Leksand, Sweden from the 2nd 

to the 5th of June 2010. The Summit 

brought together 2,000 participants and 

hundreds of ideas and initiatives from 

around the world.  

FAOôs Ms. Francesca Dalla Valle, Youth 

Development and  Employment Expert of 

the Gender, Equity and Rural Employ-

ment Division (ESW)  in 

FAO Headquarters, at-

tended the event and pre-

sented FAOôs Junior 

Farmer Field and Life 

Schools (JFFLS) Pro-

gramme.  

FAO was invited by the 

Tällberg Foundation, or-

ganizers of this yearôs 

summit, to present the 

JFFLS initiative, which    

promotes employment 

and entrepreneurship 

among young girls and 

boys in rural areas of the 

WBGS. 

A total of 100 concrete initiatives were 

f e a t u r e d  i n  a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d 

óReworkshopsô. The initiatives presented 

were selected on the basis of their poten-

tial to turn into real forces for change. 

 The JFFLS approach offers training in 

agriculture, business and personal skills 

including growing vegetables in green-

houses, beekeeping and honey process-

ing, and marketing skills. The mechanism 

put in place by FAO, after a year-long 

learning programme of grouping former 

JFFLS graduates in Youth Farmersô As-

sociations, has 

proved through 

pre- and post- 

p r o g r a m m e 

evaluations to be 

an effective tool in tackling youth unem-

ployment in rural areas. Now in its third 

year, the JFFLS programme has helped 

over 1180 students build self-esteem and 

increase confidence while providing a 

safe place for extra-curricular activities. 

Current activities are funded by the Gov-

ernment of the Kingdom of Norway, 

Qatar Charity, and the Government of 

Belgium.  

The focus of FAOôs óReworkshopô was to 

explore job creation and youth engage-

ment as means of integration in conflict 

and post-conflict regions. Active partici-

pation at FAOôs pres-

entation and further 

discussions with 

young  people, civil 

society, and opinion 

leaders among oth-

ers were taken for-

ward during the days 

following Ms. Dalla 

Valleôs lecture. Many 

opinion leaders dur-

ing the summit, such 

as  Mr .  I sm ai l 

Serageldin, Director of the famous Biblio-

theca  Alexandrina, and Ms. Mary Robin-

son, former President of Ireland, Elder 

and former United Nations High Commis-

sioner for Human Rights, stressed that 

restricted access and limited movement 

of persons and goods severely impacts 

the enjoyment of human rights such as 

health, education, decent work, and the 

right to live free from violence.  

Mr. Lars H. Thunell, Executive Vice 

President and CEO of the International 

Finance Corporation (IFC), the private 

sector arm of the World Bank Group, 

talked about the need for investment op-

portunities in the WBGS where small and 

medium operations account for some 90 

percent of Palestinian businesses.  

Ms. Dalla Valle was pleased at both the 

high turnout and 

active discussion 

d u r i n g  t h e 

óReworkshopô, ñit 

goes to show that 

the international 

community is     con-

cerned about Pales-

tineôs young genera-

tions. Participants 

also showed interest 

in using the JFFLS 

model in their work 

in rural settingsò. 

The next YES summit will be held in Al-

exandria, Egypt in 2012. 

Nablus youth, beneficiaries of 

FAO project, Nablus 2010 

Tulkarm youth, beneficiaries of 

JFFLS, Ramallah 2010 



4 

After almost one year of in-depth             

consultations at regional, institutional and 

technical levels, the agricultural community, 

led by the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture 

(MoA)  and supported technically by FAO, 

has developed a óShared Visionô for the Agri-

cultural Sector. The strategy envisages a 

ñsustainable agriculture that is both feasible 

and capable of achiev-

ing food security, com-

petition in local and 

f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s 

through optimal use of 

resources as part of  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e      

development, and able 

to promote  Palestinian             

sovereignty over the 

land as a step towards 

building a Palestinian 

state.ò 

The strategy was 

launched under the 

patronage of Palestin-

ian Prime Minister Dr. 

Salam Fayyad, on 31 

March 2010,  in       

Ramallah. The day 

was opened by the 

M i n i s t e r  o f              

Agriculture, Dr. Ismail 

Daiq, and included 

speeches from Dr. Ali Jarbawi, Minister of 

Planning and Administrative Development 

(MoPAD), Mr. Erminio Sacco, FAO acting 

Head of Office, Mr. Abdullah Lahlouh, MoAôs 

Director General of Policy and Planning, and 

representatives from a range of non-

governmental  organisations, private-sector 

actors and community-based organisations. 

The strategy was presented to over 230 

national and international participants     

involved in the Agriculture Sector. Sector 

representatives discussed their commitment 

to plans already under way to implement the 

strategy and work towards a more advanced 

Agriculture Sector for the Palestinian people. 

 

In his speech, Prime Minister Fayyad      

emphasized the importance of continuing  

sustainable development projects, particu-

larly in vulnerable areas such as Area C in 

the West Bank, the  Jordan Valley, and 

those areas behind the Separation Wall and 

around Israeli  settlements. 

ñFAO is delighted to have worked closely 

with the Ministry of Agriculture over the past 

year building up to this launch, and is look-

ing forward to supporting the Ministryôs im-

plementation efforts during the coming year,ò 

said Mr. Sacco. FAO has provided support 

through an intensive consultative process 

with all agriculture stakeholders from across 

the West Bank and Gaza Strip to develop a 

cohesive shared   vision and 

strategy that address the 

critical issues facing the 

Agriculture Sector. The in-

novative strategy will feed 

into the new Palestinian 

Development Plan for 2011

ï2013. 

FAO continues to work with 

the MoA on additional con-

sultations to establish an 

action plan for the           

implementation of the Strat-

egy. International experts 

are working closely with the 

MoA to establish and roll-

out an action plan, which is 

expected to be finalized in 

July.  

Workshops will be held at 

the district and national lev-

els with all stakeholders to 

begin the realization of the     

Strategy. 

 

A version of this article was featured in This 

Week in Palestineôs May 2010 edition. http://

www.thisweekinpalestine.com/i145/pdfs/

May%20145-2010.pdf 

Launching of the National Sector Strategy for the AgricultureSector  

Palestinian Prime Minister, Dr. Salam Fayyad, 

opened the event, Ramallah, March 2010. 

On several occasions in the past, 

the Ministry of Health and nutri-

tionists have expressed the need 

for a national food  composition 

for the WBGS. 

In response to this, FAO and the 

University of Hebron organized a 

three-day training course on 6-8 

May 2010 on how to produce a 

national food composition table.  

The course was led by Ms. Ruth 

Charrondiere, a Nutrition Officer 

with FAO Headquartersô Nutrition 

and Consumer Protection Divi-

sion (AGN), and was held at the 

University of Hebron.  

A   national food composition 

table is a list of commonly con-

sumed foods within a country or 

area, and includes a breakdown 

of nutritional value and compo-

nents of each food. 

Representatives of professionals 

and future professionals in the 

field of nutrition were present, 

including Mr. Alaa Abu Rub, Nu-

trition Department Director, and  

 

Ms. Mervat Alewewi represented 

the Ministry of Health (MOH), 

while Dr. Sabri Saghir, Dr. Ismail 

Halahleh and Dr. Zahieh Shawar 

represented the academic staff 

in the nutrition department of the 

University of Hebron Nutrition 

Department. 

 

Analyzing the Unique Composition of Palestinian Foods  

Continued on page 6  
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